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Amonrt ppents to the Claims 
The listing of claims below replaces all prior versions and listings of claims. 

Listing of Claims 
Claims 1-8 (canceled): 

Claim 9 (currently amended): A damping apparatus for electrically 
connecting at least a first ground \wire to a grounding member, the clamping 

apparatus comprising: 

a bottom clamping member comprising a bottom medial porUon and afireUnd 
second threaded holes I wte on fjrst and second sides of the bottom medial 
pnrtlr.n for acceotina first and sec ond acrews- resoectivelv: 

. a top clamping member cooperating with the bottom clamping member and 
comprising a top medial portion aligned to cooperate with the bottom medial portion 
and oon^espondlng first and second holes on first and sec ond sides, respectively, 
oithor cido of a the top medial portion that correspond to the threaded holes; and 

a trough comprising a base wall and a first and second side wall, the trough 
being attached to the top medial portion of the top clamping member on a side 
opposite the bottom clamping member, the first sidewall having a threaded hole and 
a set screw adapted to tighten against the second sidewall, wherein the trough is 
arranged with an opening between the first and second sidewaiL 

wherein the set screw is positioned such that wh en the first around wire is 
positioned In the trough, the set screw can be tightene d to apolv pressure so that the 
first around wire is secured between the set sc rew and the second sidewall and thfi 
set screw extends outside the trough to prevent the re moval of one of the first and 
second screws . 

Claim 10 (canceled) 

Claim 1 1 (currently amended) The clamping apparatus of claim 9, wherein 
the con-esponding first and second holes on first and second sides, respectively, 
either sid e-of a the top medial portion are slightly larger in diameter than the 



PA(X 7120* R(»fD AT 8/1212004 11:27:40 AM lEastem Daylight r^^^ 



08/12/2004 11:34 FAX 019 041 1515 



BURNS DOANE 



@008 



x- ... ^n/«QQ4fiR Attorney Docket No. 033680-001 

Application No. 10/689.465 > Page 3 of 7 

Amendmentfiled August 12. 2004 
Reply to Office Action mailed May 12, 2004 

threaded holes to allow a screw to pass through each hole in the top clamping 
member and thread into the corresponding threaded hole in the bottom clamping 
member, thereby providing a clamping action around the ground member between 
the top and bottom clamping members when the screws are tightened. 

Claim 1 2 (currently amended) The clamping apparatus of claim 9. wherein 
the trough opening is arranged so that the first ground wire can be laid-in the trough 
at some intermediate point on the ground wire and tightoning the sot ocrow a p plie s 
clomping proosuro to tho first ground wire bciwoon tho s e t oorow and tho ^ crn n d 
c i do wa l l . 

Claim 13 (previously presented): The clamping apparatus of claim 9. wherein 
one or both of the top and bottom medial portions are crowned in a direction away 
from the respective other medial portion to create an opening between the top and 
bottom clamping members for accommodating the grounding member. 

Claim 14 (previously presented): The clamping apparatus of claim 13, 
wherein one or both of the crowned medial portion(s) has a serrated surface within 
the opening between the top and bottom clamping meinbers for accommodating the 
grounding member. 

Claim 15 (previously presented): The clamping apparatus of claim 9. wherein 
the set screw has a rounded end for applying clamping pressure against the first 
ground wire. 

Claim 16 (previously presented): The clamping apparatus of claim 9, wherein 
ttie set screw further includes a sliding wedge affixed to an end of the set screw, the 
wedge adapted to move thnaugh the trough as the set screw is tightened and to 
engage the first ground wire for applying damping pressure against the first ground 
wire in cooperation with the second sidewall. 
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Claim 17 (previously presented): The clamping apparatus of claim 9, wherein 
the trough is adapted to accommodate an additional second ground wire laid-in 
along side the first ground wire in the trough, said first and second ground wires 
being mechanically and electrically connected by the clamping pressure of set 
screw. 
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